
FGCU	University	Colloquium,	Summer	2018	

Sustainable Communities 
Walking Audits Final Report 
Tamiami Trail and Bayshore, Naples 

	
 

In 1888, the seasonal population of Naples Florida was only approximately 80 people. 

Fast forward to current times, and we see the population at nearly 22,000 (2016) people! As this 

12.33 square mile beautiful city continues to grow in both permanent and seasonal population, so 

does vehicle and pedestrian traffic. With more traffic comes the risk of more accidents. Are the 

roads and sidewalks safe enough for all types of traffic or is the city’s infrastructure an accident 

waiting to happen? 

  For this report, we will be examining Tamiami Trail (US-41) from the Airport Road 

intersection to the Bayshore/Shadowlawn Drive intersection. This particular section of road 

covers about a 500 meter (0.3 mile) distance and is located in the part of Naples known as East 

Naples. At the Airport Rd. intersection, we have the Collier County Sheriff’s Office, Juvenile 

Justice Department, Health Department, Water Department, and the Clerk of Courts Offices, just 

to name a few. Moving West on US-41, we see several restaurants, a catholic charity, an 

attorney’s office, a CVS and a Gas Station, as well as a few other small stores. Also, along this 

route are bus stops for Collier County’s transit system known as the CAT Bus (Collier Area 

Transit) by the locals. This system is committed to “safe, accessible and courteous public 

transportation services”. The busses themselves may be safe, but how are the bus stops 

promoting this same environment? Are the sidewalks safe enough for foot travel? Are the roads 



clearly marked for bicycle traffic? As we dig deeper into this audit, the answers to these 

questions just might surprise you. 

 What we saw 

            In our walking audit for Tamiami Trail, commonly known as 41, we saw a heavily 

transited street with many lanes and only single use buildings. The street itself has three lanes 

each direction and a median in between. The space between where the cars stop for the traffic 

light and the pedestrian crosswalk is very wide and makes it safe for pedestrians to cross the 

street. The sidewalks are also wide and can fit small groups of people comfortably, although not 

many pedestrians are seen. Due to the abundance of businesses there are many entrances that cut 

the sidewalks.

 

The intersection of Tamiami Trail and Bayshore is well made and meets the needs of 

pedestrians for safe crossing. There is texture on the ground to accommodate for people with 

disabilities as well as well as pedestrian signals that are audible. The crossing has distinct white 

markings for cars and pedestrians to see. Crosswalks are located exactly where they need to be. 

The crossing of Tamiami Trail on Shadowlawn is also marked for the view of cars and 

pedestrians. The curb ramps seen are constructed properly. 



            The intersection of Airport Road and Tamiami Trail is also conveniently marked for 

pedestrians to safely cross the street. The space between cars and pedestrian crossings is very 

wide and thus, safe for pedestrians to cross. Curb ramps were constructed properly. Textured 

surfaces are also seen at the curb ramps for the convenient use of pedestrians with disabilities, 

but the pedestrian signal is not audible. Crossing Airport Road on the Courthouse side was not 

very safe due a gate that not only obstructed the view of the cars but also the view of  

pedestrians.  

 

            For the entire street, there are bike lanes but bike riders did not use them. The street is so 

heavily transmitted that it feels dangerous for bike riders, so they use the sidewalks instead. The 

street overall resembles a highway with the exception of the shops on both sides of it. All of the 

businesses are commercially owned and all of their buildings are single use. 

 



What is being done well? 

Although U.S. 41 (between Airport-Pulling Road and Bayshore Drive) has areas that 

could be improved, there are many aspects of this section that are being done well. Walking the 

area feels relatively comfortable and there are a couple of key factors that contribute to this: 

crosswalks and sidewalks. Starting with the two major intersections, the crosswalks here are very 

clearly marked. The two intersections, however, have different styles. While the crosswalks near 

Bayshore implement the classic white bars, the ones near Airport-Pulling have two long lines 

that define the crossing area (see figures 3 and 4). 

  

   Figure 3: Crosswalk near Bayshore                 Figure 4: Crosswalk near Airport-Pulling 

Both styles seem to work well as motorists appear to clearly see the pedestrian area. The 

ample space between the vehicle stopping lines and the crosswalks also help motorists not 

encroach upon or obstruct the crosswalks (see figure 4). At smaller road offshoots, the 

crosswalks tend to be well defined. Finally, the major intersections use differing button systems 

to request a crossing. While both systems work well, the system near Bayshore seems to be more 

up to date and modern. This button system is an audible system that tells the pedestrian when to 

walk and how much time they have left to cross. It also tells the pedestrian to wait when it is not 

time to cross, which could be very useful for the visually impaired (see figures 5 and 6). 



 

Figure 5: Audio button system near Bayshore           Figure 6: Button system near Airport-Pulling 

From the pedestrian perspective, sidewalk size and conditions are key. When measured, 

the sidewalks were, on average, six and a half feet wide; five feet is typically enough for two 

people to walk comfortably side by side. The sidewalks also have good sidewalk ramps. 

Although the ramps do not have the added yellow texture boxes, they are still textured on the 

concrete itself. The conditions on the sidewalk are also very good (see figure 7). 

                           

                                            Figure 7: Sidewalk near Bayshore 

There are little cracks, litter is minimal, and the weeds that grow in between the slabs are 

quickly eliminated. While there are many driveways that intersect the sidewalk, motorists tend to 

look for pedestrians before entering the road. Overall, there seems to be sense of mutual respect 



between pedestrians and motorists. Motorists are aware that the area is heavily transited by 

pedestrians and pedestrians are made sure to be seen before making a crossing. 

Necessary Improvements  

 We have found that there are a surplus of improvements necessary, but there are a few in 

particular that need to be worked on first before anything else. This street could use better and 

more crosswalks, a buffer between the street and sidewalk, comfortable shaded areas for bus 

stops, trees and grass, and access to bathrooms. Some of the crosswalks are extremely long and 

could use a median. For pedestrians to move across the crosswalk they would have to walk pretty 

quickly to make sure they made it in time before the light turned green again. The sidewalk has 

no barrier from the road, if a car were to accidentally go over towards the crosswalk the car 

would just go right on the sidewalk. A necessary improvement would be to add trees or 

something to protect pedestrians from the drivers. The bus stops also need to have shaded areas 

so people can comfortably sit and take a break from the heat. It is getting extremely hot in 

southwest Florida, so having shaded areas is extremely important for the safety of pedestrians. 

More green space would also give the area a more appealing view and a less stressful 

environment with just buildings and traffic.  

What we would do 

Overall, the Tamiami trail is a very busy street that runs all the way up Florida. 

Personally we have seen and been to worse parts of this street. The street acts like a highway, 

cars drive as fast on Tamiami as they do on the state road 75. Unlike the state road, this road has 

shops, restaurants, even homes in some places along the side of the street. In order to improve 

this “highway” street, we need to first treat it like an actual street. A street where people can feel 

comfortable to ride their bike on, walk their baby on the sidewalk, walk to school. We just need 



to make it better for the human experience instead of the car experience. First, we must address 

the sidewalk situation. When I walked along the street I didn’t feel comfortable walking on the 

sidewalk. There is a lot of room on the sidewalk but there isn’t a buffer in between the street and 

the sidewalk. There should be some vegetation or trees to make it more appealing and safer for 

people to walk on. This will also provide shade for people as they walk on the sidewalks too. In 

addition, better street lights will also give it a safer feel for people that would like to walk or ride 

their bike at night. Secondly, we need to provide a better bike lane for people that wish to ride 

their bike during the day or at night. Putting in street lights would make it easier to see bikers 

ride at night. Currently, the walkers and the bikers share the same space because of the minimal 

space there is to ride their bike. This is not safe for people on their bikes or people that are 

walking. If there is a way to put a buffer in between the bike lane and the street or even a 

different color in the paint then the bikers would feel much safer riding their bikes in the 

morning or at night. Third, there needs to be bus shelters, benches, and trash cans. Naples isn’t 

necessarily a dirty place but having trash cans, recycling cans would make it more convenient for 

people to throw away their unwanted trash correctly. Bus shelters would provide sun protection 

from the extremely hot sun over the summer for people that have to wait for the bus. Was this the 

worst street that I have ever seen? No, but it is definitely not the best either and with these simple 

improvements it will be one step closer to a safer street for the public.   

Moving forward with the government  

 The first thing that needs to be done with the government is to bring this to their 

attention. The city has weekly meetings with different councils and different branches of the 

parks and recreation department. The conditions of the sidewalks and roads are important for 

community safety. This road has heavy road traffic and most members of the community drive 



on this street, but do not walk the sidewalks. Making sure our ideas and thoughts are heard is the 

first step in having the government help us redesign this area. Next the government could have 

more police officer walking the area to cut down on bikers from biking on the sidewalks and 

slowing traffic down for a safer bike path. There is a regulation sized bike lane on the roads, but 

people are nervous about utilizing the bike lane because of how people are driving around them. 

Having police officers monitoring the streets will create a safer environment and add more eyes 

on the street.  

 One option that we would do to create a safer environment for pedestrians walking would 

be do to plant trees to provide shades and protect them from cars if they were to come on the 

streets. To have this option happen, you have to go through the government which is in Chapter 

50 Article III of the Naples Code of Ordinance. You first have to make a plan with in depth 

drawings of all buildings, hydrants, structures, and sewerage. Then have it approved by the city 

manager. Next it can be installed exactly to plan and must be maintained. Looking at the city 

calendar and Code of Ordinances is extremely important when working with the city of Naples.  
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