FGCU University Colloquium, Summer 2018

Sustainable Communities
Walking Audits Final Report:
The Villas, Ft, Myers

The Villas, Ft. Myers, FL
The 0.5-mile stretch of land from the Wendy’s on South Cleveland Avenue (US-41), across
Trailwinds Drive, and down Beacon Boulevard in The Villas is part of a community that has
some very sustainable aspects, but also has a lot of room for growth as an area that supports a
local elementary school.

Audit Procedures

As a whole, our group did observations on weekdays during late morning, late afternoon, and
after-work traffic, as well as a Saturday afternoon. This allowed for multiple perspectives when it
came time to complete the final two audits - Getting To Know Your Area, and What Would
Make This Area Better For Walking.
Background Information and Demographics
Villas Elementary School was added to the area in the 1980’s as part of the growing demand for
schools in the area. This growth was caused by a surge of residents moving to Ft. Myers in
support of the new businesses. The people that live around our route are in the lower
socioeconomic class. This has caused living situations around our area to consist primarily of
apartments and smaller houses of one or two bedrooms. Due to the original design of the road,
this area has had difficulty adjusting to the influx of residences and educational facilities.

Infrastructure Needs and Opportunities
Opportunities for Pedestrians
● There is very little green space in the area. What green space there is, consists of grass
and sparse trees. This walk or bike ride is not very aesthetically pleasing and is in direct
sunlight.
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● It is peculiar that one-half of the walk is going around an Elementary School, while the
other half is through gas stations and stores that cater to adults (i.e. flowers and rugs).
This area may be more inviting if there were more opportunities for the children that live
near their school, whether a park or shops. Expanding the variety of places to visit in this
area would also promote being outdoors, recreational activity, and getting involved with
the community.

● If the area were to become more inviting for pedestrians, there would need to be an
increase in trash can and recycle bin availability. Currently, the only trash can is stationed
at the bus stop on US-41.
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● This area has a great opportunity for building the shops upward, and converting them into
mixed-use buildings. Doing so would attract different groups of individuals to the area,
increase the number of eyes on the street, and increase the opportunity for sustainable
features such as solar panels.
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● In this area, there is a healthy balance of local and chain businesses. This brings diversity
to the retail and food industry.

Pedestrian Safety
● It is extremely dangerous to cross S Cleveland Ave at Trailwinds Dr because there is no
intersection or crosswalk present. This means that none of the fast-moving traffic on the

5

roadway has any reason to pay attention or react to anyone trying to exit or leave the
neighborhood outside of a vehicle.

● Along Trailwinds, one side of the road has a complete sidewalk, while the other side has
a sidewalk that barely extends beyond its intersection with Beacon Blvd before
disappearing.

● Both in the neighborhood and on S Cleveland Ave, there is not a sufficient buffer
between the sidewalk and the street. On Trailwinds and Beacon, there is a tiny strip of
grass separating children and families on their way to school from the cars on their way
to work. Though the cars were typically obeying the slow neighborhood speed limit, it
was scary that there was no curb or shoulder or plant life to separate the two.
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● Young students (and their families) attempting to walk to and from school do so without
any shade trees, water fountains, benches, bathrooms, or street lights along the way. This
can be very dangerous in the elements of Southwest Florida.

Other Relevant Information from the Walking Audits
Getting to Know the Area
● In our area, there are a few businesses that cater to the lower socioeconomic class. They
are all within walking distance, including Family Discount Food Stores, and some small
businesses like rug stores and florists.
● The closest elementary School is Villas Elementary School (on the route), Ft. Myers
Middle School (4 miles away), and South Ft. Myers High (3.6 miles away).
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● The environmental quality was not very good in the area, with the only nearby protected
areas being Brooks Park and the Hideaway Country Club. The resources near the school
seem to be well-maintained, and the air quality around S Cleveland Ave is lower because
of the car and business pollution. Along our route, we also did not see any renewable or
sustainable features.
● The number of eyes on our route were virtually non-existent, as there were hardly any
“eyes”. The majority of the walk was in front of apartments, and the houses were further
into the neighborhood. Nobody was sitting outside and there were no security cameras
along the walk.
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Who Travels This Area
● Thursday, midday
○ In a 20-minute time frame, only about a dozen pedestrians were along our route.
Most were walking at average speed, and a few were using a stroller or cane.
There were three bicyclists in the area, and one person utilizing the bus stop.
Weekday afternoons also included a couple of runners along the highway.
● Saturday, afternoon
○ Almost all of the heavy traffic was travelling by motor vehicle along US-41.
There were three motorcyclists, one pedestrian, and one bicyclist. Both the
pedestrian and the bicyclist crossed the highway at Trailwinds Dr, having to wait
several minutes to do so because of the heavy traffic and lack of a crosswalk.
● Wednesday, early evening
○ Inside the neighborhood, at the intersection of Beacon Blvd and Trailwinds Dr,
there were some adults who seemed to be walking home from work. There was
also (what looked like) a father and young son walking away from the elementary
school.
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Intersections
● Our group had two intersections along our half-mile route. The first intersection was of
Trailwinds Drive and Beacon Boulevard, and the second intersection was of Trailwinds
Drive and South Cleveland Avenue (US-41).
● At the first intersection, Trailwinds Drive and Beacon Boulevard, there were no audible
or push-to-walk signals. The markings for this intersections crosswalk were white, faded
lines, and there was only one sign on Trailwinds Drive that warned drivers of the
upcoming pedestrian crosswalk.

● The road is not too wide for pedestrians to cross safely, however there were too many
cars to attempt and measure the width of the road. There are curb ramps at the crossings
and they do face the correct direction, though they do not have textured surfaces.
● Drivers did stop at the stop signs, and they stopped behind the crosswalk bars at the stop
sign. However, once they would stop, they began to roll into the crosswalk in order to see
oncoming traffic. The drivers stopped for pedestrians and did not speed up to get through
the intersection.
● At the intersection of Trailwinds Drive and Beacon Boulevard, drivers were obeying the
speed limit and they paid attention to pedestrians and cyclists. We all felt safe crossing
the road at this intersection and had complete visibility of all points of the intersection.
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● At the second intersection, Trailwinds Drive and South Cleveland Avenue (US-41), there
were no pedestrian, audible, or push-to-walk signals. In general, there was no safe way to
cross US-41 outside of the traffic lights a couple blocks each direction.

● This intersection is not a complete intersection. This is one road turning onto a split road.
An intersection by definition is where two or more roads cross. At this intersection, there
are no roads that cross - it is just one road turning onto a larger road. Because of this,
there are no crosswalks along Cleveland Avenue.

● The road is extremely too wide for pedestrians to cross. On each side, there are three
lanes of traffic going opposite directions along with turning lanes.
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● The drivers along this route were not paying attention to the pedestrians along the side of
the road, and they would not watch when they were pulling in and out of driveways or
parking lots. Another thing that the drivers were not doing was obeying the speed limit.
Most of the drivers were at least 5 mph over the speed limit along the route.
● We did not feel safe along this intersection of Cleveland Avenue and Trailwinds Drive.
The road is wide, drivers were exceeding the speed limit and driving fast, and there is not
a crosswalk.
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Sidewalks
● For our half-mile route, we had three areas with sidewalks; one on Trailwinds Drive
between Cleveland Avenue and Beacon Boulevard, the second on Beacon Boulevard
between Trailwinds Drive and Leisure Lane, and the third on Cleveland Avenue between
Trailwinds Drive and the Wendy’s (pictured in that order below.
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● The first and second sidewalks were 60.5 inches wide. The sidewalks on these roads are
not missing sections; however, on the other side of the Trailwinds there is a very small
and incomplete sidewalk (as discussed above in “Infrastructure Needs”), and there is a
random partial sidewalk on Beacon Boulevard that extends near the school. The
sidewalks are not blocked by obstacles, they are split up around the elementary school,
they are wide enough for more than one person to walk at a time, and there are buffers
between the sidewalks and the curbs. The sidewalks are cracked, and when it rains
puddles would form. There are no areas to sit along the walks, but these sidewalks are not
in scary environments, and there are no areas overgrown with grass and shrubs. The
walks, unfortunately, are not well lit, there is not enough shade, and on the first sidewalk
there is a bit of trash that was washed into the retention ponds. Also, along the sidewalks
there are no public restrooms, bus shelters, or bus stops. Along the walks there are no
bike lanes either. One of the only positive aspects of these sidewalks is that drivers watch
out for pedestrians along these walks, and there is not a lot of traffic in this area, making
both of these sidewalks a safer walk.
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The third sidewalk was also 90.5 inches. The sidewalk on this road is not missing sections.

•

The sidewalks are not blocked by obstacles, they are wide enough for more than one person
to walk at a time, but there are no buffers between the sidewalks and the curbs. The
sidewalks are not broken or cracked, and when it rains puddles most likely form. The only
area to sit along the walk is a bus stop. The walk does not have scary dogs but it did have
some scary people walking on the sidewalk, and there are no areas overgrown with grass and
shrubs. The walk is not well lit (because the only lights are on the road and none are provided
by the businesses), and there is not enough shade. There is very little trash in the surrounding
area. Along the sidewalk there are no public restrooms, but there is one bus shelter with a
bench and a trash can. There is no bike lane along the highway, and the sidewalk is
interrupted by numerous driveways for businesses, including some confusing textured ramps
with odd directions and a pothole. On this sidewalk drivers do not watch for pedestrians
when they are coming out of parking lots and driveways, and traffic and speed are very big
issues on this road. This is not a pleasant walk and we did not feel safe walking on this
sidewalk, because there were lots of cars and there is not a barrier between the sidewalk and
the street.
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