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Procedures we took to complete audit:
Our group traveled to Immokalee on the morning of Sunday June, 3rd and afternoon of
Monday June, 4th. Both times we started at the library parking lot and then walked the full length
of our assigned area. During the walk we filled out our audit information and took pictures and
videos of the area. After completing the walk, we reviewed our audits further and filled in the
remaining information.

Aerial Map of Immokalee:

Background on Immokalee:
In the late 1800’s Immokalee was mainly used for agriculture, which remains the major
business for the area today. It is generally known as a huge agricultural area especially for
tomatoes, which employees a large amount of low income Hispanic/Latino workers (Mascia
2011). The region has a population of 24,154 with the racial makeup of its citizens being 70%
Hispanic, 20% African American, 5% White and the remaining made up of smaller
demographics. This area is based of lower income citizens with the median household income
being $27,767 and 44.8% of the citizens in poverty. It is also not a highly educated area with
only 39% holding a high school diploma and less than 5% holding a bachelor's degree.
Immokalee also contains a high amount of foreign born people with 45.4% of citizens being born
out of the country and 81% of households speaking a language other than English at home.

Needs and Opportunities for Immokalee:
Intersections:
Generally the intersections in our area are not in the greatest shape. There is one major
intersection between New Market Rd E and N 1st street. There are several issues with this
intersection that could easily be improved. First of all, the pedestrian crossing lines in this
intersection has somewhat faded and the white paint is hard to see. A simple repainting could
make it much easier for both pedestrians and drivers using this intersection. This wouldn’t be a
large cost and could be easily implemented. There is also no amenities near the intersection, no
benches to sit on or any trash cans/recycling bins to throw waste away. Another problem at the
intersection is the lack of lights.Without having lights there, it could be very difficult to see
pedestrians at night. Adding lights would make pedestrians feel safer when they are trying to
cross the road. The only potential problem with adding lights here, would be the cost of adding
lights. While it may be a significant cost for this area, it would certainly be beneficial to the
citizens living there.

Crossings:
Many of the pedestrian crossing areas are also a problem. Because there is no pedestrian
crossing signal at these crossings, pedestrians have to cross at their own risk and have to wait for
cars to let them pass. While our group was crossing we had to wait for the cars to let us walk by.
This could be a problem if people are unwilling to let pedestrians pass and don’t stop for them.
Again, especially at night this could be a substantial problem with cars being unable to see
pedestrians. While adding pedestrian crossings signals would most likely not be financially
feasible in this area, adding street lights would be able to increase the safety of these crossings.
Also like at the intersections, many of the crossings have lines that should be repainted. They are
fading and should be repainted to be made sure that people can actually see the lines. The
crossing signals itself are in solid working condition, so no improvement is needed there. Also,
there really isn’t many crossings at all. On the New Market Rd E, there is nowhere for
pedestrians to cross over for the majority of the road. They have to walk all the way down to the
intersection in order to cross to the other side. They could look at adding a crossing somewhere
on the road to make sure that people can be able to cross sides.

Signage:
With the exception of stop signs, there is very little to no signs in this area. Speed limit
signs are very hard to fine along with a lack of pedestrian crossing signs as well. While with the
example of pedestrian crossing signs it is fairly obvious that pedestrian should cross at these
areas, there still should be signs there. Along with the lack of signs, the few that are there could
also use a bit of repainting. Repainting the existing signs and adding a few more would go a long
way to fixing the look of the area. As shown in the picture below, the crossing is just in rough
shape with no signs and the white painted lines looking faded.

Aesthetics of Immokalee
While on our walking audit around Immokalee, there was little to no green space in the
area. As you walk down N 1st St passing the library you can see green lawns, big oak trees and
flowers lining the sidewalks. The area around the Immokalee Branch Library is the only place

among the walking audit where these benefits are present.

Once you travel north on N 1st St and pass Jefferson Ave the grass becomes patchy and
non existent on both sides of the road. The patches of grass that are present on the street mostly
consist of weeds and brown grass. There are no trees present on the street, which makes walking
long distances difficult for residents. During our walking audit the temperature in Immokalee
ranged from 89 to 91 degrees with the record high being 101 degrees. Our group had to
constantly stop by businesses to try to get some shade and cool off before continuing our walk.
Members of our group had to stop for water numerous times to stay hydrated. Heading on to
New Market Road the same pattern continues on the condition of the grass. The further you go
down on New Market Road you see dirt and soil where there should be grass. There are no
bushes or flowers present anywhere between New Market Services until you reach Kountry
Kitchen.
Kountry Kitchen on New Market Road has the most appealing outside area on the road.
The front of the restaurant features various different colors and pavement textures that draws in

people's attention while passing by. The restaurant features trees, rock, and red mulch around the
entrance of the restaurant.The trees by the restaurant offer shade to those walking down the
street. This was the first time during our walk we received shade of any sort that wasn’t from a
building. The shade the trees provided for us gave us the opportunity to actually take in our
surroundings and look at Kountry Kitchen and Lozano’s Mexican restaurant. Bushes and flowers
are present by the parking lot which makes the area look well kept and cared for. The grass
adjacent to the the restaurant is not as well kept as the grass directly next to the restaurant but it
is more put together than the grass from earlier on during the audit.
Without any grass, flowers, bushes or trees between these two points the area does not
look as inviting to residents and visitors.
Safety:
Overall, there were many characteristics and aspects of the area which we observed which
contributed to the safety element of the area. To begin, while driving to the library which we
parked at, on that same street, it could be easy for a driver to run off the road if he or she is not
paying completely attention. The road is not separated from the shoulder with a curb or anything.
In fact, the shoulders beside the road which we were driving on was about the same height of the
road and did not offer any resistance if a car was to start to drift off of the road. Not only would
this be dangerous for the driver and possible passengers of the vehicle; but also, if there was a
pedestrian on a sidewalk or walking near the road, it would be easy for him or her to get hit by
the vehicle drifting off the road.

Another aspect which contributes to the safety, or the lack of, in the area is the lighting in
the area. Lighting, especially at nighttime is crucial to the overall safety of the community. This
is an important aspect because low income areas are more likely to have higher rates of crime. In
a dark area at night, it would be easier for a criminal to carry out a crime. Also, I know that
people would not feel safe walking around in the dark and even especially more if they were
alone.
The final element which I noticed that could contribute to the safety of the community
would be the lack of “eyes on the street”. When the class took a field trip to downtown Ft.
Myers, I noticed all of the cameras around the buildings and at every intersection. In Immokalee,
I did not see even one camera for security or surveillance. Cameras on the streets would
contribute and improve the public safety because criminals are less likely to commit crimes when
they know they are being watched. It has worked tremendously in downtown Ft. Myers and it
would work just as well in Immokalee.

Sidewalks:
The sidewalks in the areas we walked were extremely unkempt. As the pictures show, the
sidewalks covered in dirt which make it extremely difficult to walk or bike ride. Concrete should
be laid down again in the areas where there isn’t any and new grass should be placed next to the
sidewalks to show a distinction between the sidewalks and grass area. There also were no
barriers separating the streets and sidewalks, this is a safety hazard for pedestrians. Our group
felt in danger as we were completing our walking audit. The cars driving by could easily swerve
and end up on the sidewalk since there is nothing stopping them. We recommend that there
should be trees planted adjacent to the streets and sidewalks that way, they would serve as a
safety barrier for pedestrians, and also provide shade since there is no shade in the area at all.
Trees would also add to the beauty of the street and make it more appealing. Also, since there
were no seating areas for people, a few benches would be a nice addition so that people can rest
between walking. As seen in the middle picture below, the walkers and bikers share the same
space, there are no defined bike lanes. This could be hazardous if small children are walking,
they could potentially be hit by a biker. We recommend that proper bike lanes be painted on the
street. Since the dirt and sidewalks are the same color, it gave no contrast which made the area
look very dull. As for the aesthetic qualities, there really were none until the end of our walk
where it seemed the grass was growing nicely next to the sidewalks and the dirt was cleared.
Only at the end of the walk there were plants and trees bordering the sidewalks.

Audit Worksheets Relevant Info:
Getting to Know Your Area:
There is a Winn-Dixie a few streets down, but it isn’t walkable so most people would just
go to the smaller food options such as the produce centers and markets nearby. Because this is a
lower income area, these stores have to try to offer lower prices that the local citizens can afford.
All the schools are located in walking distance from each other including the Immokalee
technical college. There is some open/green space, but it is mainly located in the park nearby the
school. Otherwise the rest of the area has a significant lack of both trees and green space. The
environmental quality in the area is also pretty poor as well. Excluding the community park,
there is no real protected area and it is hard to find many resources that are located in this area.
There isn’t many areas for animals to live in this section at least, as it is pretty built up with

houses and businesses. Waste is also a significant problem in this area as there was a ton of litter
lying around. This is a result of the fact that there is no trash cans or recycling bins anywhere.

Nearby the park and school there were places to throw away waste, but once you start walking
on New Market Road, there is no containers anywhere. As a result people will just litter on the
ground, because they have nowhere to put their waste.
There did not seem to be any renewable/sustainable features in this area. There were not
any mixed use building here, as most of the buildings nearby are only one story. Things are
somewhat close together, but due to the lack of sufficient sidewalks it is slightly hard to walk to
places. A majority of the businesses in the area we researched were locally owned. There was a
few people biking on the main road and people in the park, but otherwise there was no one doing
any recreational activities. The streets were pretty empty as well, with no one really outside.
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