FGCU University Colloquium, Summer 2018

Sustainable Communities
Walking Audits Final Report
Bonita Beach and Old 41, Bonita Springs

Overview - Completion of Audits
Our group was given the
Bonita Springs location which
was Old 41 Road and Dean
Street. The audits included:
what needs to be improved, who
travels this area, intersections,
sidewalks, and getting to know
our area. These audits were
divided amongst the members of
our group.
With two different
streets assigned to us, we would
have to perform and audit on
each intersection and each
street. We were also required to
visit the area at two different
times of day, on different days, to best observe who was traveling in this area. Our group decided
we would visit the area on two different occasions.
It was during this time that we were able to collaborate more and share information. We
were each completing our assigned audit but consulted each other to see if we were in agreeance
with our observations. We helped each other determine strengths, weaknesses, and safety
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concerns throughout the area. We also had the opportunity to brainstorm ideas on what could be
done to make improvements, and what resources could be used to make the area more
sustainable.

Background
Dean Street and Old 41 Road are off or close by to Bonita Beach Road, located in Bonita
Springs. Bonita Springs has a population of about 49,807 individuals with a population density
of 1,281 per square mile, this is about 336% higher than the average within the state of Florida.
The average age for the area is 56 and majority are married and speak English in this area. As
seen in the statistics though the majority of the people living here, about 82% are not from
Florida. This shows that many are out of state or the country are attracted to living in Bonita
Springs. The median home price is $159,000, so there is a high price for the houses especially
because they do have beach areas. Then it goes on to state the median household income is
$59,086.

Areas of Discussion
Below are the areas that will be focused on and discussing further. The two streets
assigned to us were Dean Street and Old 41 Road. The two red circles represent the intersections
we observed, and the blue lines show the route that we studied and received our information on.
Orange sections within the blue lines show areas of traffic. The red X is where our team
members decided to park because of the busyness and size of the intersections. We studied the
conditions and way of life by walking the roads and immersing ourselves into how people who
live there experience the conditions and how they could better these two streets.
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Getting to Know the Area
While getting to know the assigned area in Bonita Springs, we observed several things.
We observed this particular area seemed to be of lower income. The nearest grocery stores were
1 mile away, and they were a Fresh Market, Publix, and a Winn-Dixie. This is a little bit of a
hike if individuals are walking with groceries. The nearest elementary school was located in the
middle of one of our streets. Bonita Springs Elementary School is located in the middle of a
residential area. There is also green space in this area, but not green space for commoner use. It
is overgrown lots of land.
The surrounding air had a few unpleasant smells while was probably due to the amount
of trash on the street. There are no trash cans anywhere along the two streets we observed. There
also seemed to be a lack of renewable/sustainable features like solar panels, water systems, and
rechargeable vehicle stations. We didn’t notice any multi use buildings either. On the other hand,
there was an abundance of abandoned/rundown buildings. It brought the image of the community
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down, and we feel as though those building could be restored and be filled with something useful
to the community. As for stores go, there were a combination of local and major businesses.
Boutiques, gas stations, and banks were among the surrounding businesses in the area.
In this area, there was a lack of people walking around the community. The only people
out were construction crews. There were no recreational facilities to encourage people to be
outside in the community. The number of eyes on the streets were minimal, and by minimal we
mean none. This could potentially encourage crime in the area.

Infrastructure Needs and Opportunities
What needs to be improved?
To complete this audit, we split up the streets and did two different audits, since these
streets have different purposes and concerns. For the first audit is for Old 41 Road. This road is
intersecting Bonita Beach Road and Dean Street. For this road we noticed that there is a need for
slower and less traffic. A concern we had was that there was a lack of a bike lane forcing them to
share the road with cars which can be very dangerous for bikers. Along this road there are homes
and small businesses and leads to Dean Street which has an elementary school along it. Old 41
has signs of a good street with bricks to differentiate crosswalks, large medians, and speed limit
signs. However, we noticed people still speed with all of these implementations. All of this
traffic (especially coming from Bonita Beach Road) causes a lot of pollution, environmental
smells, and trash littering the streets. The trash issue could be solved by placing trash cans and
recycling cans around this area. There are currently none along Old 41 and Dean Street. There
are business, homes, bus stops surrounding the area. Continuing on from the gas station and bus
stops there is a lack of shade or anywhere to really sit on your walk. The sidewalks were good
sizes and had a buffer between them and the road. Although, we did notice there was a lack of
street lights and good crosswalks. This is a major concern if kids are walking to school or just
going to the local businesses. Sidewalks not being well lit probes a safety concern.
The second street we performed an audit on was Dean Street (a right hand turn off Old 41
Road). This road was more residential and had the elementary school on it as well. There was
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definitely a need for slower traffic. Dean Street is a long, straight road that is easy to speed on.
While walking this street, we saw a van get pulled over for speeding. This is a major concern
considering children walk to school and from school on this street majority of the year. There
was a lot of trash on this as well and it seems the neighborhood contributes to the trash piling up
around the streets. There were hardly any street lights on this road, and the sidewalk was very
small compared to those on Old 41. The only buffer for these sidewalks was a small strip of
grass. This area had a lack of crosswalks on the street for the school. There was a lack of shade
on one side of the street, abandoned buildings, empty lots, and excessive bugs due to overgrown
grass everywhere. It was very telling besides the sizes of the houses that this was a low-income
area with a lack of help to clean up or keep up with the maintenance of the area. The only people
we saw walking and biking were a few families or single people on bikes. Helping these people
have a better way of living surrounding their community could improve their situation. This area
has a lot of children that would walk to school and could use the help of the city to improve this
area.

No
Streetlights and a straight road to speed.

Small and unkept sidewalks in the neighborhood.
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An abandoned lot and building in the neighborhood. One
of the sidewalks, not done well because the bushes block the cars view and can hide pedestrians.

Trash that is seen everywhere in this area. Old 41 and Bonita Beach Road intersection.
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Relevant Information
Who Travels in This Area
During our first audit of the area on June 2nd, along Old 41 we recorded data for people
specifically traveling in the area between 12:00 PM and 12:20 PM. During this time, we were
able to only recorded 10 people along the roadway. Of that 10 there were 3 people walking at
average speed (no runners), and of the 3 people, 2 of them crossed the road without use of a
crosswalk/signal and the last person walked along the sidewalk the whole time. One person was
recorded using public transit. The remaining 6 people were all bicyclist, and 2 of the bicyclist
were using the roadway as their desired travel path, while the other 4 had used the sidewalk to
travel down.
On our 2nd trip to Bonita Springs on the 6th of June, we studied Dean St. and Old 41
between 2:30 PM and 2:50 PM. In this time period there was a lot more foot traffic. This might
be because of the time of day as well as the day it was done. Between these 20 minutes we
recorded a total of 22 people using this area. There were 11 people who were on foot and of
those 11 there 2 runners and the rest were walking at a normal pace. Also, only 1 of the observed
people were crossing the street without a crosswalk. Of the remaining 11, 6 of the people were
on bicycles and again 2 were using the street as their desired path. The last 5 were using public
transit. It should also be noted that there were an additional 7 county workers who were working
on a project during our 2nd trip there.

Intersections - Crossing the Street
We observed two intersections: Bonita Beach Rd SE and Old 41 Rd, as well as Dean St
and Old US 41. Our first observation took place on Saturday, June 2nd, 2018 at 11:45 am until
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1:00 pm at the Bonita Beach Rd SE and Old 41 Rd intersection. Surrounding this area are two
restaurants, John Malloy’s and Trackside Donuts & Cafe, a Shell gas station, BB&T bank, and
Rent-A-Center, among other establishments. Old 41 Rd has four lanes, one heading north, two
heading south, and another one to turn right onto Bonita Beach Rd. Bonita Beach Rd has three
lanes heading east, and three lanes heading west.
● The crossing had a working pedestrian signal, as well as roadside signs alerting drivers
that a pedestrian crosswalk is ahead. Once we activated the pedestrian signal, we waited
for about 2 ½ minutes for the traffic signal to let us cross on to the other side. The
pedestrian signal gave us about 25 seconds to cross Old 41 Rd, which was a reasonable
amount of time considering the width of the road (not safe enough to measure road
width).

●

Crosswalks are placed strategically, although

there should be a ‘Yield to Pedestrian’ sign in the area circled below as well as a few feet
before reaching the intersection, right in front of the Shell gas station.
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●

The Curb ramps are safely constructed and facing the right direction, although they did
not have textured surfaces. The city should add textured surfaces on the curb ramps for
those with visual impairments.

●

There were some markings on the roadway, but they could be a little brighter in order to
warn drivers that a pedestrian crosswalk is ahead.

●

Traffic was heavy during this time, nonetheless drivers were respectful by obeying the
speed limit, and stopped at red lights/stop signs as well as behind the crosswalk bars.

●

Crossing the intersection, I felt safe, although there can be some improvements in signs
and finishing off the sidewalk on the southern part of the intersection, right across the
Trackside Donuts & Cafe.
Our second observation took place on Wednesday June 6th, 2018 at 2pm until 4pm at the

Dean St. and Old US 41 intersection. Surrounding the intersection is an abandoned rest station,
and about three blocks down Dean St. is Bonita Springs Elementary School.
●

At this intersection there were no audible/pedestrian signals to cross the intersection
which makes it unsafe for pedestrians to cross and makes them rely on drivers’ safety
precautions. Many times drivers may be under the influence or may not be respectful
when driving and may risk the lives/safety of pedestrians when crossing.

●

There was only one crosswalk located on Dean St. and there should be another one
located on Old 41 Rd.

●

It is a rather small intersection compared to Bonita Beach Rd and Old 41 intersection,
there were signs alerting drivers of pedestrian crossings, but no traffic light nor pedestrian
signals. This can be dangerous especially since there was construction work present at the
time of the audit.

●

The crosswalk did have textured surfaces and the curb ramp faces the correct direction.

●

There is no walkway to get on the other side of Old 41 Rd.

●

There was some parking along the side of the road which encourages drivers to obey the
speed limit and drive with caution.
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In an article published by Naples Daily News in 2012, city leaders were considering road
work in order to add more sidewalks and bike lanes on the intersection of Old 41 and Bonita
Beach Rd SE, as well as widening Old 41 from two lanes to four, since there are about 10,00012,000 vehicles that travel this intersection per day. The Florida Department of Transportation
has a study plan valued at 1.1 million for 2016-17 work program. They believe construction
work will take about 18-24 months to complete (Miguel-Navarro, 2012).

Sidewalks
The sidewalks along Old 41 measured 59 inches at their width. There we no missing
sections, nor were they cracked or broken. The sidewalks were easily walkable, with no
obstacles in the way. These sidewalks were wide enough for more than two people to walk side
by side. Buffers between the road and sidewalk were in place, being grass and trees. Looking at
the condition of the sidewalks we gathered that in rainy or wet weather there would be no
puddled water. There were no weeds present and the shrubs we not overgrown. Everything
appeared to be well maintained along this sidewalk.
While there were some light poles along the walk, we were unsure of how much light
they would provide. It would be enough to see, but it didn't seem like enough to feel safe. There
were no scary dogs or apparent dangers, but there were some homeless people scattered
throughout the area. While walking the sidewalk we noticed a few things: no trash cans or
recycling bins anywhere, no place to sit and rest, and a decent amount of shade provided by trees
for the time of day it was.
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